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Continuation of Box I.l 

Although claims 22, 24-28 and 30-33 (as far as in vivo methods of 
treatment of the human/animal body by therapy are concerned, see pages 
39-40, 44-51) are directed to a method of treatment of the human/animal 
body, the search has been carried out and based on the alleged effects of 
the compound/composition. 

Continuation of Box 1.2 

Claims Nos.: 17 and 22-33 all in part 



Present claim 17 relates to an agent defined by reference to the 
following desirable characteristics or properties: (1) the ability to 
interact with the polypeptide disclosed in present application, whose 
amino acid sequence is shown in SEQ ID NO: 2, or with fragments thereof; 
(2) the ability to modulate the interaction between the polypeptide 
disclosed in present application (indicated as B7-3, whose amino acid 
sequence is shown in SEQ ID NO: 2) and the polypeptide named ICOS (whose 
amino acid sequence is described in " Nature 1999; 397:263-266 by Hut 1 off 
et al.", cited in present application); (3) the ability to affect 87-3- 
or ICOS-mediated activity. 

Present claims 22-33 relate in part to different uses of said agent and 
to methods involving said agent. 

Claim 17 covers all the agents having these characteristics or 
properties, whereas the application provides support within the meaning 
of Article 6 PCT and disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for 
only a very limited number of such agents. 

In fact, present application refers in a speculative manner to proteins 
identified by scanning computer sequence databases (page 6), to 
non-peptidyl agents (page 7), to antisense molecules (pages 8-9), to 
ribozymes (page 9), to fragments of the 87-3 polypeptide (pages 14-15), 
to fragments of ICOS (page 15), to synthetic or chemical compounds (page 
34), to anti-B7-3 or anti-ICOS antibodies (page 35), to mimetic compounds 
(pages 40-43). 

However no proteins identified by scanning computer sequence databases, 
non-peptidyl agents, ribozymes, synthetic or chemical compounds, or 
mimetic compounds are disclosed in present application. 

In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the application so 
lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed 
scope is impossible. 

Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 
6 PCT). An attempt is made to define the agent by reference to a result 
to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity In the present case is such 
as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
impossible. 

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the 
claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely those 
parts relating to peptide fragments of B7-3 or ICOS, to antisense 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



molecules specific for the gene encoding B7-3 and to binding members 
comprising an antigen-binding domain of an antibody specific for the 
polypeptide of present application or specific for ICOS. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case Irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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